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ENQUIRY. 


IN THE | 
8E of DECLENSION in RELIGION, 
With the MEANS of REVIVAL; | 


wc. s 


FROM THE 


OF THE 


APTIST. ASSOCIATION, 


Aſſembled at Oaxnam, May 17, 18, 1785: 


ining the important Doctrines of Three Perſons in the 
ead; Eternal and Perſonal Election; the Original Guilt and 
avity of Mankind; particular Redemption; free Juſtification' by 

aputed Righteouſneſs of Chriſt; the invincible Efficacy of deins 
e; the certain Perſeverance of the Saints in Grace to Glorys: and 
dependency of the Churches inviolably.. | 
the ſeveral Churches they repreſent, or have received Leriew from, 


beeting at Sutton-Aſhfield, Nottingham, Sheepſhead, Leiceſter, 
utton-in-the-Elms, Arnſby, Foxton, Clipſtone, Oakbam, Soham, 


lban's; as alſo to the many Churches not yet in this Aſſociation, 
ho, notwithſtanding, countenance it, by t e Attendance of their 
liniſters and Members: — 


> be to you, and Peace from God oar Father, and 4 the Lord 
us Chriſt, 


y beloved brethren ! 
[ROUGH the good hand of our God upon us; we met wyorker 
lecording to appointment, and enjoyed the pleaſure of an agreeable 
w with ſeveral of our dear friends and brethren in the Lord. We 
Ifo, that our God was with us in the different ſtages of the oppor- 
The letters from' the ſeveral churches, which were attended to 
1 of our meeting together, afforded us matter for pain and 
Two of the aſſociate churches continue deſtitute of the ſtated 
of grace, others are tried with things of an uncomfortable nature, 
ſt complain of the want of a ſpirit of fervour and conſtancy in the 
f God. Vet, on the other hand, we met with ſome things which 
d us pleaſure.” Many of our congregations are well attended; a 
f defire after the word is, we think, upon the increaſe; nor are 
ours, we hope, altogether in vain, as the work of the Lord, in a 
dle appears to be carrying on, though not in inſtances 
arkable 


true we have reaſon to bewail our own and other's declenſions, yet 
not, upon the whole, diſcouraged. It affords us no little fatis- — 


(0 hear in What manner the monthly Ir meetings which were 
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propoſed in our letter of laſt year, have been carried on, and how Gof 
has been evidently preſent in thoſe meetings, ſtirring up the hearts of his 
people to wreſtle hard with him for the revival of his bleſſed cauſe, 
Though as to the number of members, there is no increaſe this yea, 
but ſomething of the contrary; yet a ſpirit of prayer in ſome meaſure 
being poured out, more than balances in our account for this deſed. 
We cannot but hope, wherever we ſee a ſpirit of earneſt prayer generall * 
and perſeveringly prevail, that God has ſome good in reſerve, which, in 
his own time, he will graciouſly beſtow. 1 

But while we rejoice to ſee ſuch a ſpirit of united prayer, we muſt not 
ſtop here, brethren, leſt in ſo doing we ſtop ſnort. If we would hope for 
the bleſſing of God upon us, there muſt be added to this a /pirit-of earn 
enquiry into the cauſes of our declenſions, and an hearty defire and endeavur 
for their removal, When Iſrael could o forward, but were ſmitten 
by the men of Ai, Joſhua and the elders of the people proſtrated them. 
ſelves before the Lord. In this they did well; but this was not ſufficient= 
Get thee up, faid the Lord to his ſeryant—wherefore lieſt thou thus upon 
thy face? Iſrael hath finned=—Up, ſanctify the people—and ſearch for 
the accurſed thing !==—"This,/it is apprehended, is the caſe with us, 2 
well as it was with Iſrael; and this muſt be our employment as well u 
theirs. With a view to aſſiſt you, brethren, and ourſelves with you, in Wl 
this very neceſſary enquiry, we appropriate the preſent letter To T4 il 
POINTING OUT or SOME OF THOSE EVILS WHICH WE AREA 
TO BE CAUSES OF THAT DECLENSION OF WHICH so MANY con. 
PLAIN, AND THE MEANS FOR THEIR REMOVAL. 3 

The r thing that we ſhall requeſt you to make enquiry about i, 
whether there is not @ great degree of contentedneſi with a mere ſuperficia 
acquaintance with the goſpel, without entering into its SPIRIT and END 
and <whether this be not one great cauſe of the declenſion complained «f.— Wi 
In the apoſtles time, and in all times, grace and peace have ever bee a 
multiplied by the knowledge of God; and in proportion as this has bez Wl 

' neglected, thoſe have always declined. If we are ſanctified by the word 
F truth, then as this word is received or diſreliſſied, the work of ſan&ih- 
cation muſt be ſappaſed to riſe or fall. We may give a ſort of idle aſent Bi 
to the truths of God, which amounts to little more than taking it u 
granted that they are true, and thinking no more about them, unlv 
ſomebcdy oppoſes us: but this will not influence the heart and life, av Ene 
yet it ſeems to be nearly the whole of what many attain to, or ſeek after. 

We maintain the doctrine of one infinitely glorious God; but do Wt 
realize the amiableneſs, of his character? If we did, we could not avoid 
loving him with our heart and ſoul, and mind and ſtrength.— We bv 
the doctrine of the univerſal depravity of mankind ; but do we enter 10 
its evil nature and awful tendency? If we did the one, how much lone ft 
mould we lie before God, and how much more ſhould we be filled wih! "= 
ſelf-loathing ſpirit! If the other, how ſhould we feel for our fellow G 
ſinners! how earneſt ſhould we be to uſe all means, and have all mew Oc 
uſed, if it might pleaſe God thereby to pluck them as brands out of ti * 
burning! — We hold the doctrine of a trinity of perſons in the Godheal ey 
but do we cordially enter into the glorious ceconomy of redempi0i 
wherein the conduct of the ſacred Three is moſt gloriouſly diſplayed: 
Surely if we did, the grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the love of 60% 
and the communion of the Holy Ghoſt would be with us more than 85” 
We avow the doctrines of free, ſovereign, and efficacious grace; bot 1 
we generally feel the grace therein diſcovered? If we didg how lo * 


* 


| | ED 
z e lie! how grateful ſhould we be! We ſhould ſeldom think of their 


his ſovereign and difcriminating nature without conſidering how juſtly God 
uſe, night have left us all to have had our own will, and followed our own 
Gan, ays; to have continued to increaſe our malady, and deſpiſe the only 
ſure Ml emedy! Did we properly enter into theſe ſubjects, we could not think 
ſe, ff a great ſaviour, and a great ſalvation, without loathing ourſelves for 
ally eing ſuch great finners; nor of what God had done for, and given to 


s, without longing to give him our little all, and feeling an habitual 
leſire to do ſomething for him.—If we realized our redemption by the 
blood of Chriſt, it would be natural for us to conſider ourſelves as bought 
with a price, and therefore not our own ; © a price, all price beyond!” 
D could we enter into this, we ſhould readily diſcern the force and pro- 
priety of our body and ſpirit being his; 5s indeed! dearly bought, and 
fly due!—PFinally, we all profeſs to believe the vanity of this life and 


nem ts enjoyments, and the infinitely ſuperior value of that above; but do 
Nt ve indeed enter into theſe things? If we did, ſurely we ſhould have 
upon ore of heavenly mindedneſs, and leſs of criminal attachment to the 
1 for orld. | 


I ls oving, in a great degree, to this contentment with a ſuperficial 
knowledge of things, without entering into the ſpirit of them, that we 
0 often hear the truths of the goſpel ſpoken of with a tone of diſguſt, 
alling them “ dry doctrines; whereas goſpel truths, if preached in 
heir native ſimplicity, and received with underſtanding and cordiality, 
re the grand ſource of all well grounded conſolation. We know of no 
onſolation worth receiving but what ariſes from the influence of truth 


it i, pon the mind. Chriſt's words are jþ/ri7 and life to them who hunger 
et end thirſt after them, or have a heart to live upon them; and could we 
but more thoroughly enter into this way of living, we ſhould find the 
of = loctrines of the goſpel inſtead of being dry, to be what they were in the 
deen lays of Moſes, who declared, My doctrine ſhall drop as the rain, my ſpeech 
heen all diſtil as the dew; as the ſmall rain upon the tender herb, and as the 
duet owers upon the graſs.* O brethren, may it be our and your concern 


not to float upon the ſurface of chriſtianity, but to enter into the ſpirit of 
It, For this cauſe an apoſtle bowed his knees to the Father of our Lord 
Veſus Chrift, that we might comprehend the breadth, and length, and 
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unleh zepth, and height of things; and for 7his cauſe we alſo wiſh to bow our 
„ and knees, knowing that it is by this, if at all, that we are filled auith all the 
ter, uilneſs of God. TE ns e | 
Jo wt Another thing which we apprehend to be à great caufe of declenſion 
avoid PS 2 contentedne/s with preſent attainments, without aſpiring after EMI- 
> hold ENCE ix grace and holineſs, —If we may judge of people's thoughts and 
r 10(0 aims by the general tenor of their conduct, there ſeems to be much of a 
lower contentment with about ſo much religion as is thought neceſſary to con- 
with a ſtitute them ood men, and that will juſt ſuffice to carry them to heaven; 
ellon- without aiming, by a courſe of more than ordinary ſervices, to glorify 
means W God in their day and generation. We profeſs to do what we do with a 
of the view to glorify God, and not to be ſaved by it; but is it ſo indeed? Do 
head; theſe things look like it? How is it too that the poſitive inſtitutions of 
nption Chriſt are treated with ſo little regard? Whence is it that we hear ſuch 
layed! language as this ſo often as we do Such a duty, and ſuch an ordinance, 
60 not eſſential to ſalvation—we may never be baptized in water, or be- 


come church members, and yet go to heaven as well as they that are.“ 


but d0 It is to be feared the old puritanical way of devoting ourſelves wholly 
ſhould 42 . 
we ® Deut, xxxii. 2, + See Eph, iii, 14--19, 


— 
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to be the Lord's, reſigning up our bodies, ſouls, gifts, time, property, 
with all we have and are to ſerve him, and frequently renewing the Wl 
covenants before him, is how awfully neglected. This was to make 
buſine/s of religion, a life's work, and not merely an accidental aff, 
” occuring but now and then, and what mult be attended to only when wi 
can ſpare time from other engagements. Few ſeem to aim, pray, a 
ſtrive after eminent love to God and one another. Many appear to EK 
contented if they can but remember the time when they had fuch love n WM 
exerciſe, and then tacking to it the notion of perſeverance without th 
thing, they go on and on, ſatisfied it ſeems, if they do but make ſhit AR 
juſt to get to heaven at laſt, without much caring how. If we were in i ha 
proper ſpirit, the queſtion with us would not ſo much be, what uf os 
for God? as what can I do for God? A ſervant that heartily loves hy 
maſter, counts it a privilege to be employed by him, yea an honour to be th, 
intruſted with any of his concerns. 17 5 . 
If it is enquired, what then is to be done? wherein in particular ca 
we glorify God more than we have done? We anſwer by aſking, Is tier Wl 
no room for amendment? Have we been ſufficiently earneſt and conſtant {NNNS 2 
in private prayer? Are there none of us that have opportunities to u ee 
apart particular times to pray for the effuſion of the Holy Spirit? Cany ec 
do no more than we have done in inſtructing our families. Are there no t 
of our dependents, workmen, or neighbours, that we might ſpeak to, 1 
leaſt ſo far as to aſk them to go and hear the goſpel? Can we redih ra 
nothing in our tempers and behaviour in the world, ſo as better tor. nm 
commend religion? Cannot we watch more? Cannot we fave a lit: 
more of our ſubſtance to give to the poor? In a word, is there no ran 
or poſſibility left for our being more meek, loving, and reſembling tt 
bleſſed Jeſus than we have been ? ee cr. 1 
To glorify God, and recommend by our example the religion of ti: Wl 
meek and lowly Jeſus, are the chief ends for which it is worth while 
live; but do we ſufficiently purſife theſe ends? Even theſe chief end 
our exiſtence, are they in any good degree ſo much as kept in view? Al Wl 
what have we done for God in the towns, villages, and families where e. 
reſide? Chriſtians are ſaid to be the light of the world, and the /e 
the earth—do we anſwer theſe characters? Is the world enlightened by l 
us? Does a ſavor of Chriſt accompany our ſpirit and converſation ? Out s 
buſineſs, as chriſtians, is practically to be Holding forth the word of life Wi 
Have we, by out earnz/?ne/s, ſufficiently held forth its z7zportance ? or * 1 
our chaſte converſation coupled With fear, its holy tendency? Have we en 
along, by a becoming Hrmneſs of ſpirit, made it evident, that religion b 
no loc, mean, or daftardly buſineſs? Have we, by a cheerful complacend 
in God's ſervice, goſpel, and providence, ſufficiently held forth tis 
'excellency of his government, and the happy tendency of his holy religion _ 
Doubtleſs, the moſt holy and upright chriſtians in theſe matters, will fi 
great cauſe for reflection, and room for amendment; but are there 1 | 
many who ſcarcely ever think about them, or if they do, it only amoun® BY 19; 
to this, to „g, and go backward, reſting ſatisfied with a few lifeleſs coir Bn 
| F1aints, without any real and abiding efforts to have things otherwiſe 3.4 
Z Anither cauſe of declenſion, we apprehend, is, ma#ing the religion of 
ethers our Nandard, inſtead of the word of God.—'The word of God is ths 
only ſafe rule we have to go by, either in judging what is real relig!0 i 
or what exertions and ſervices for God are incumbent! upon us. As * 
| unſaſe to conclude ourſelves real chriſtians becauſe we may have ſucl 
feelings as we have heard ſpoken of by ſome whom we account good ”7 


E * ) 

> it is unjuſt to conclude that we have religion ezaugh becauſe we may 
ppoſe ourſelves to be equal to the generality of thoſe that now bear that 
haracter. What if they be good men? they are not our ſtandard—and 
that if their converſation in general be ſuch as gives them a reputation in 
e religious world? Chriſt did not ſay learn of hem, but learn of me. 
WD: if in a meaſure we are allowed to follow them who through faith and 


latience inherit the promiſes, {till it is with this reſtriction, as far as they 


© Me followers of Ghrift. | 5 L 

Klas, how much is the profeſſing part of mankind governed by ill 
xample! If the queſtion turns upon religious diligence, as, how often 
hall I attend at the houſe of God? once or twice, on the Lord's day ? or 


n4 | ann . 

Ia ow frequently ſhall I [ang my company at church-meetings, opportunities 
bb pr prayer, and ſuch like; is not the anſwer commonly governed by what 
) be thers do in theſe caſes, rather than by what is right in itſelf ?—So if it 


rns on /iberality, the queſtion. is not what am I able to ſpare in this caſe, 
onſiſtent with all other obligations? but what does Mr. /uch à one give? 
ſhall do the ſame as he does.“ Something of this kind may not be wrong, 
& a degree of proportion among friends is defirable ; but if carried to too 
reat lengths, we mult beware leſt our attention to precedent ſhould ſo far 
&clude principle in the affair, as to render even what we do unacceptable 
the ſight of God.— 80, if the queſtion turns on any particular piece of 
aud, whether it be defenſible or not, iuſtead of ſearching the bible, and 
aying to be lead in the narrow way of truth and righteouſneſs, how 
mmon is it to hear ſuch language as this—* Such and ſuch good men 
d ſo; ſurely therefore, there can be no great harm in it.“ In ſhort, great 
umbers appear to be quite ſatisfied if they are but about as ſtrict and as 
dly as other people with whom they are connected. 
Many i] effects appear evidently to ariſe from this quarter, Hence it is, 
dr the want of bringing our religion and religious life to the teſt of God's 
ply word, we are in general, ſo wretchedly deficient in a ſenſe of our vaſt 


Js of d conſtant defects, have no ſpirit to pre/s forward, but go on and on, 
Al, v:thout repentance for them, or ſo much as @ thought of doing ot heræuiſe. 
eur ence alſo there is ſo much vanity and /piritual pride among us. While 
1e content ourſelves with barely keeping pace with one another, we may 
i by Il become wretched idlers, and looſe walkers; and yet, as one is about 
Out s good as another, each may think highly of himſelf ; whereas, bring 


im and his companions with him to the glaſs of God's holy word, and if 


hey have any ſenſibility left, they mult ſee their odious picture, abhor 
« al WE emielves, and feel their former conduct as but too much reſembling 
on 3 hat of a company of evil conſpirators who kept each other in coun- 


enance.—Finally, To this it may be aſcribed in part that ſo many are 


the onſtantly waxing avorſe and æuorſe, more and more looſe and careleſs in 
1: "cir ſpirit and conduct — For thoſe who are contented not to do better 
inan other people, generally allow themſelves to do a little worſe. An 
not WP itator is ſcarce ever known to equal an original in the good, but 
unts generally exceeds him in the bad; yot only imitating his failings, but 
cite ding others to their number. If we would reſemble any great and good 


nan, we muſt do as he does, and that is keep our eye upon the mark, and 


in of ollow Chriſt as our model. It is by this means that he has attained to be 
5 th hat he is, Flere we ſhall be in no danger of learning any thing amiſs ; 
ion, ind truly we have failings enow of our own, in not conforming to the 
| 1 4% without deriving any more from the imperfections of the model 
ſuc * | 


Once more,—The want of conjidering THE CONSEQUENCES OF OUR 
| own 
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©WN GOOD AND EVIL CONDUCT, i, wwe apprebend, another great taufp 
of declenfion in many err is common for people on many occafiong 
do think within themſelves in ſome ſuch manner as this“ What ſignify 
y faults, or my efforts? They can weigh but little for or againſt the 
public good. What will my prayers avail? and what great loſs will be 
tuſtained by an individual occaſionally omitting the duty of prayer, 
or attendance on a church-meeting, or it may be, the public worſhip and 
ordinances of God? And what conſequences will follow if one be x 
kttle now and then off their watch - nobody is perfect, &c. &c.“ This 
and a great deal more ſuch horrid atheiſm, it is to be feared, if a thorough 
fearch were made, would be found to he at the bottom of our common 
departures from God, 5 oY 

If when an army goes forth to engage the enemy, every ſoldier were to 
reaſon with himſelf thus. Of what great conſequence will my ſervices 
be? it is but little execution that I can do; it will make but very little 
difference therefore, if I deſert, or ſtand neuter - there are enow to fight 
without me,” —what would be the conſequence? Would ſuch reaſoning 
be admitted? Was it admitted in the caſe of the Reubenites, who cow: 
ardly abode by their ſheep-folds while their brethren jeoparded their lives 
| Þpon the high places in the field? Was not Meroz curſed with a bitter 
curſe becauſe its inhabitants came not forth to the help of the Lord in the 
day of the mighty?“ If an army would hope to obtain the victory, 
every man ſhould act as if the whole iſſue of the battle depended upon 4; 
conduct: ſo if ever things go well in a religious view, it will be when 
every one is concerned to act as if he were the only one that remained on 
God's fide. | pe IO 

We may think the eforzs of an individual to be trifling ; but, dear 
brethren, let not this atheiſtical ſpirit prevail over us. It 1s the fame 
Spawn with that caſt forth in the days of Job, when they aſked concerning 
the Almighty, «© What profit thall we have if we pray. ynto him?” At 
this rate Abraham might have forbore interceding for Sodom, and Dani 
for his brethren in the captivity. James alſo muſt be miſtaken in ſaying 
that the prayer of a ſingle, individual, righteous man availeth much. 
Ah, brethren, this ſpirit is not from above, but cometh of an evil heart 
of unbelief departing from the living God! Have done with that baſtard 
humility that teaches you ſuch a ſort of thinking low of your own prayer 
and exertions for God, as to make you decline them, or at leaſt to be flack 
or indiferent in them! Great things frequently riſe from ſmall begin 
rings. Some of the greateſt good that has ever been done in the world, 
has been ſet a going by the efforts of an individual —witneſs the chriſtian- I 
3zing of a great part of the heathen world by the labours of a Paul, and Bi 
the glorious reformation from popery begun by the ſtruggles of a Laibe. 

It is impoſſible to tell what good may reſult from one earneſt wreltling 
with God, from one hearty exertion in his cauſe, or from one inftance of 
a meek and lowly ſpirit, overcoming evil with good. Though theres 
nothing in our doings from whence we could look for ſuch great thing53 
yet God is pleaſed frequently to crown our poor ſervices with infinite fe. 
ward. Such conduct may be, and often has been the means of the con- 
verſion and eternal ſalvation of ſouls; and who that has any chriſtian 
ja him, would not reckon this reward enough! A realizing ſenſe 0 
theſe things would ftir us all up; miniſters to preach the goſpel to eve 
creature, private chriſtians ſituated in this or that dark town or village, u 
uſe all means to have it preached, and both to recommend it to all aro 


by a meek and unblemiſhed converſation. | in. 
4 Y Judges v. 15, 16, 23. Agaun, 


| 3 
Again, we may think the faults of an individual to be triffing, but they 
ey — ſo. ; 3 crime of Achan the army of Iſrael ſuffered Kh ord — 
the whole camp could not go forward. Let us tremble at the thought of 
being a dead weight to the ſociety of which we are members ! Beſides, the 
awful tendency of ſuch conduct is ſeen in its contagious influence. If bn -* 
continue to be governed by example, as they certainly will in a great degree, 
then there is no knowing what the conſequences will be, nor where they 
will end. A ſingle defect or ſlip, of which we may think but little at the 
time, may be copied by our children, ſervants, neighbours, or friends, over 
and over again; yea it may be tranſmitted to poſterity, and pleaded as a 
recedent for evil when we are no more! Thus it may kindle a fire, Which 
if we ourſelves are ſaved from it, may nevertheleſs, burn to the loweſt hell 
and aggravate the everlaſting miſery of many around us, who are fleſh of 
our fteſh, and bone of our bone! f 
1 Theſe, - brethren, we apprehend are ſome of the cauſes, among many 
others, which have produced thoſe declenſions which you and we lament. 


te But what do we ſay? Do we indeed lament them? If we do, it will be 
lt natural for us to enquire, * What ſhall we do? What means can be uſed 
v4 towards their removal, and a happy revival?” If this be now indeed the 
We object of our enquiry, we cannot do better than to attend to the advice of 


WS the great head of the church to a backſliding people Remember from whence 
bon art fallen, and repent, aud do thy firſt works.—Be watchful, and ſirengilen 
the tbings that remain that are ready to die.—Remember how thou haſt received 


= and heard, and hold faft, and repent!* Particularly, . 
pp Firſt, Let us recollect the beſt periods of the chriſtiam church, aud compare them 


_ with the preſent; and the beſt parts of our own life, if we know when they 
Leere, and compare them with what we now are.—A. recollection of the dif- 
intereſted zeal, and godly ſimplicity of the primitive chriſtians, and their 
ſucceſſors in after ages, millions of whom in Christ's cauſe, loved not their 
lives unto death, would ſurely make us loathe ourſelves for our deteſtable 
lukewarmneſs! As proteſtants, let us think of the fervent zeal, and holy 
[piety of our reformers—think what objects they graſped, what difficulties 


7 they encountered, and what ends they obtained! As protęſtant diſſeuters, let us 
1 reflect on the ſpirit and conduct of our puritan and non-conforming anceſtors. 
” Think how they ſerved God at the expence of all that was dear to them in 
ng this world, and laid the foundation of our churches in woods, and dens, and 
ch. caves of the earth! Say too, was their love to God more than need be? Is the 
art importance of things abated ſince their death? Might not they have pleaded 
ard the danger and cruelty of the times in excuſe for a non-appearance for God 
en with much more ſeeming plauſibility than we can excuſe our ſpirit of hateful 
ick indifference? O let us remember from whence we are fallen, and repent! 

Fe As to our oon lives, if we are real chriſtians, probably we can remember 
14 times wherein the great concerns of ſalvation ſeemed to eclipſe all other 
_ objects. We covenanted with God—we reſigned over all to him—we loved 
an. to be his- wholly his rather than our own—we were willing to do any thing, 
nd or become any thing, that ſhould glorify his name. And is it ſo now? No! 
7. | but why not? what iniquity have we found in him, that we are gone away 
ing backward? „O, my people, faith the Lord, what have I done unto thee? 


** wherein have I wearied thee? Teſtify againſt me! Have I been a hard 
7 maſter? or a churliſh father? or a faithleſs friend? Have I not been 
patient enough with you, or generous enough towards you? Could I have 


95 

1 25 done an thing more for you that I have not done? Was the covenant 
we „ You made. with me a hard bargain ? was it hard on your fide for me ta be 
on made fin, who knew no fin, that you might be made the righteouſneſs of 
wh E God in me? Were the rewards of my ſervice ſuch as you could not live 
0 _—_ Is it better with you now than then?“ O, chriſtian reades! 
ery Pauſe awhile; lay aſide the paper, and retire before God} reflect, and pour 
00 out thy ſoul before him Say unto him, O Lord, righteouſneſs belongeth 


unto thee, but unto us confuſion of face! Thus, thus remember from 
| Whence thou art fallen, and repent | | ! 


But do not ſtop here—think it not ſufficient that we lament and mourn 
655; * Rev. ii. 5. Hi, 2, Zo Ws | 5 over 
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„ J 
over our departures from God; we muſt return to him with full-purpaſeft 
heart Strengtben the things that remain which are ready to dir. G 
greater love to the truths of God pay an invariable regard to the diſeipi 
of his houſe—cultivate love to one another frequently mingle ſoufs 
frequently affembling yourſelves together encourage a meek, humble h 
ſavoury ſpirit, rather than a curious one —FTheſe are ſome of the thingdl 
among us that are ready to die! To this it is added. 
Do thy firſt avorks.—Fill up your places in God's worſhip with 
earneftne(s and conſtancy as when you were firſt ſeeking, after the falvationd 
of your ſouls—flee from thoſe things, which conſcience, in its moſt ten 
24 beſt informed ſlate, durſt not medudle with, though ſinee perhaps u 

ay have become trifling in your eyes —-walk in your family, in the — 
ad in the church, with God always before: you—live in love, mech 
and forbearance with one another whatever your hands find un 
do, do it with all your might; ſeeking to promote, by all means the 
preſent and eternal welfare of all around you. | „ 
Finally, brethren, let us not forget to intermingle prayer with all e 
Our need of God's Holy Spirit to enable us to do any thing, and en 
thing truly good, ſhould excite us to this. Without his bleſſing all e 
are without efficacy, and every effort for revival will be in vain. Conſtantly 
and earneſtly, therefore, let us approach his throne. Take all deaf 
eſpecially for cleſet prayer ; here, it any where, we ſhall get freſh ſtreng 
and maintain a life of communion with God. Our Lord Jeſus. uſed wal 
quently to retire into a mountain alone for prayer; he, therefore, that wil 
follower of Chriſt, muſt follow him in this important duty. +. HR 
Dearly beloved brethren, farewell! Unto him that is able to ke 
from falling, and to preſent you faultleſs before the preſence of his g 
with exceeding joy—To the only wiſe: God our Saviour, be glory: 
majeſty, dominion and power, both now and ever, Amen 
| Signed in behalf of the affociation, by. 4 
| __ JOHN RYLAND, jun. Moderator 
D REV-TAT ES. on 
Tueſday Evening we met at the uſual hour, and after ſpending ſome time ing 
a Moderator was choſen, the letters from the churches were read, and minutes 
of their contents, and the opportunity concluded with prayer. 1 
Wedneſday Morning between fix and ſeven met for prayer; four brethren enge 
in the opportunity. The public meeting began about ten. Brother My 
Sutton-Aſhfield, prayed; aſter which brother Fuller, of Kettering, gave ſome acconen 
of the nature and deſign of-the aſſociation. Brother Ryland, jun. of Northampang 
rhen preached from Hai. xxvi. 18. latter part. Ve have not evrou y deliverum 
the earth, neither baue the inhabitants of the <vorl/d fallen. Brother Weſt, of Sonny 
prayed, and brother Hall, of Arnſby, preached from Pſal. cxviji. 25. Save nowh 1 
feech thee, O Lord: O Lord, I beſeech thee ſend row pre Perigy? and concluded in prajthel 
At fix in the evening brother Jones, of Lincoln, began in prayer. Brother Sue | 
of Olney, preached from 1 John iii, 3, And every man that bath this bee i hint, Pf 
Sim «f, even as be is pure; and concluded in prayer. i 2-2 7 9 Yy «© 1248 : 
- . Thurſday morning we met again for prayer, communicating experiences, 
the buſineſs of the afſeciatian fund, with ſome other things; and the outlines Wh 
aſſociation letter, drawn up by our brother Fuller, were read and approved, 3008 
£welye the aſſociation was concluded in prayer by the Moderato. 
| State of the Churches ſince the laſt aſſociation, _ OE 
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Added on a profeffion of faith 25 Dead 7 e 11 
By letter of recommendation x Diſmiſſed to other churches 
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N 7 pt RYE „Desfeſe e +» _ 
Tt was reſolved, without any heſitation, to continue the meetings of "jet a 1 
firſt Monday 8 every kalendar month. We have heard with pleafore 1 
teveral churches not in the affÞciation, and ſome of other denominations, have un f 
with us in this matter. May God give us all hearts to perſevere. If our pete 
are not anſwered hy any remarkable out - pourings of the Spirit, they may by phe N 
Sradual work; or if not in our time, they may in time to come; or 1800 2 
there is profit enough in the exerciſe itſelf to be its own reward. 7 
never yet ſaid to the ſeed of Jacob, ſeek ye my face in vain, © "ig 
N. B. The next aſſociation tobe A Northampton on Medaeſday in way 
[aveck. Brother Fuller, of Ket p ether Hopper, of mene rege 
i gaſe of failure, brother Blatkſhaw, of Leiceſter, and brother Suteliff, of Oe 
Put up at the Angel, 290 92 — 
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